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I would like to explain briefly to you how this monument came to birth. For many years, people of all 

faiths have offered prayers and sacrifices to make reparation and atonement, for their sins and the sins of 

their country. The fruit of that prayer and sacrifice is this memorial. 

 

In 2003 a group of Catholics and Anglicans as well as Priests of both denominations agreed that we should 

pray and make reparation at each of the 84 shrines dedicated to Our Lady. These Shrines were places of 

great pilgrimage and prayer but in 1538 they were completely destroyed and desecrated. Also, at that time, 

many beautiful gothic buildings, monasteries and churches were demolished and in most of our parish 

churches wall paintings were whitewashed away and exquisite works of gold and silver were melted down. 

The result was that many hundreds of years of religious works of art and architecture- Our English 

Heritage- were lost forever. 

 

The group was composed of about 60-70 people and Mr Peter Hutley was our organizer. We had a 

medieval map of the shrines and the group agreed on a prayer formula - where it was possible holy mass 

was celebrated and where not we prayed the Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet- a prayer where we call 

on godôs mercy, repeating 50 times  

 

ñLord, have Mercy on us and on the whole worldò a most appropriate prayer for our reparation. We 

concluded with a prayer Peter Hutley had composed. 

 

After two years and at the closing of the final mass, Peter asked the group if he thought we had made 

enough reparation or was there more we should do. Without a momentôs hesitation I replied, yes, why 



 

donôt we erect a beautiful statue to our Lady in Chelsea for what happened in 1538 as many hundreds of 

statues of Our Lady were brought to Chelsea in that year and burnt on a huge bonfire.  The people present 

agreed and although initially I was rather nervous as to what to do or where to go I worried unnecessarily.  

By Divine Intervention Paul Day the sculptor was recommended to me by a friend and then Paul 

introduced me to Tony Dyson who is in the process of obtaining the necessary planning permissions. 

 

I would now like to express my gratitude to both Paul and Tony for what they have achieved so far. Paul 

has put his heart and soul and incredible artistic skills into this present maquette which is a preliminary 

design for the final monument and Tony has been invaluable in numerous ways, certainly without him 

there would be no planning permission. I would like to say a huge thank you to both of them for putting up 

with me for the last 2½ years and especially for their support, their understanding and their endless 

patience. 

 

What you see now is only part of the monument as the base will be inscribed with the title Mary Most Holy 

in different languages and there will be 12 scenes in low relief ï bronze panels depicting her life.  There 

will also be a brief outline of the English Reformation. 

 

 This is to be an ecumenical memorial and that is why the title was carefully chosen as all Christian 

denominations can related to Mary under that title. Even the Muslims call her Miriam most Holy. 

 

This monument however is not just about reparation but is also very much about reconciliation. I hope that 

when we come before this monument we will ask for Godôs forgiveness and through the intercession of 

Mary, Most Holy we will pray that she will help us put behind our turbulent past and lead us forward in 

unity, peace and reconciliation. 

 

I would like to close with a few words that Mary spoke about herself in the Magnificat, recorded in St. 

Lukeôs Gospel: 

 

For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed, for He who is Mighty has done great things for 

me and Holy is His name.ò 

 

 

  

 


